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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Beport  for  the  year 
1951  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Braintree 
Rural  District. 

The  birth  rate  was  17*1  and  the  death  rate  18*4  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  was  greater  than  the  previous 
year,  chiefly  due  to  outbreaks  of  measles  and  whooping  cough 
Encouraging  results  have  been  published  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  on  whooping  cough  vaccination  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  vaccine  will  be  made  available  in  the  County  Council  clinics 
in  the  near  future. 

Under  the  Section  on  the  General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
details  are  given  of  the  services  provided  by  the  Essex  County  Council, 
the  North-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  Essex 
Executive  Council. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  deals  with  the  Sanitary 
Circumstances,  Housing  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council, 
the  Council’s  officers  _and,  in  particular,  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department,  for  their  help  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  P.  KALRA. 
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Public  Health  Offices, 

St.  Peter’s  Close, 

Booking,  Braintree. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  District  and  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Department  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 

The  year  under  review  was  mainly  uneventful  and  routine  work 
progressed  as  smoothly  as  present  day  circumstances  would  allow. 
Increased  difficulty  was  encountered  in  contacting  people  and  finding 
them  at  home  where  inspections  were  necessary,  and  this  no  doubt 
is  being  brought  about  by  the  present  economic  conditions  which 
make  it  more  and  more  necessary  for  many  a housewife  to  undertake 
at  least  part-time  work.  This  trend  must  be  viewed  with  a certain 
amount  of  concern,  since  it  will  inevitably  be  reflected  in  the  ability 
to  meet  the  present-day  rents.  Indeed,  cases  have  been  met  where, 
although  existing  housing  conditions  were  bad,  people  preferred  to 
remain  where  they  were  rather  than  pay  the  rent  of  post-war  houses, 
particularly  where  growing  families  were  concerned. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  reduce  the  number  of  families  living  in 
temporary  hutments  in  order  to  speed  the  time  when  this  now  un- 
satisfactory and  obsolete  type  of  accommodation  could  be  done 
away  with  entirely.  Similar  action  must  be  taken  in  the  near  future 
in  respect  of  requisitioned  properties,  many  of  which  were  condemned 
prior  to  1939. 

Figures  given  later  of  inspections  made  and  work  carried  out 
may  mean  little,  but  I feel  it  is  justifiable  to  claim  that  the  reasonably 
satisfactory  conditions  that-  exist  in  relation  to  food  premises,  the 
general  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District,  and,  to  a lesser  extent, 
the  housing  conditions,  etc.,  are  reflected  in  the  standard  of  health 
of  the  population  and  the  comparative  freedom  from  infectious 
disease. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  conclude  this  short  introduction  by 
expressing  my  appreciation  and  thanks  for  the  willing  co-operation 
of  all  Officers  of  the  Council,  the  support  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Council  and  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  to  all  other  members 
for  their  interest,  co-operation  and  assistance  where  necessary  ; and 
last  but  by  no  means  least,  to  my  own  staff  for  their  loyalty  and  the 
very  satisfactory  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  their  duties  during 
the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  ORGAN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 55,569 

Estimated  resident  population  at  Mid-1951  . . . . 18,140 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  . . 5,710 

Eateable  Value  . . . . . . . . . . . . £70,068 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . . . . . . £279  7 6 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  Rural  District  remains  for  the  most  part  agricultural  in 
character.  There  is  one  clothing  factory  and  one  ironworks  in  the 
District.  A considerable  number  of  inhabitants  are  employed  in 
the  adjoining  Urban  Districts. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

On  page  9 are  set  out  extracts  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the 
District  for  the  ten-year  period  1942-51,  in  regard  to  the  estimated 
mid-year  population  and  the  local  and  national  birth  and  death  rates 
for  each  year  during  that  time. 


Births 


There  were  311  births  in  the  Rural  District  during  1951  and  these 
were  as  follows  : 


Male  Female 

Total  172  139 

Legitimate  . . . . 163  134 

Illegitimate  . . . . 9 5 


The  birth  rate  was  17*1  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  and  is  higher  than  that  of  the  last  four  years. 


Still  Births 


There  was  only  one  still  birth  registered  in  1951,  and  this  was  as 
follows  : 


Male  Female 

Total  . . . . . . 1 — 

Legitimate  . . . . — — 

Illegitimate  . . . . 1 — 


Deaths 


There  were  253  deaths  relating  to  the  Rural  District  during  1951, 
of  which  118  were  males  and  135  females.  The  death  rate  was  13*4 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  and  was  higher  than 
last  year. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  were  again  the  chief 
causes  of  death  and  cancer  was  again  the  next  most  important  cause. 
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The  details  of  the  nett  deaths  applying  to  the  District  are  given 
below  and  on  page  8. 
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Infant  Deaths 

There  was  only  one  death  in  an  infant  under  one  year  of  age  in 


1951. 


Male  Female 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


1 

1 


The  infant  mortality  rate  in  consequence  was  only  3*2,  the  lowest 
on  record  in  the  District. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Public  Health  Officers 

For  list  see  page  1. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  the  Councils  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  Braintree  and  Booking 
and  of  Witham,  and  the  Rural  District  of  Dunmow,  and  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Essex  County  Council. 

The  Braintree  and  Booking  Urban  District  Council,  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  other  Local  Authorities  concerned,  provide  office 
accommodation  in  the  prefabricated  annexe  of  the  Town  Hall, 
Braintree,  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  ESSEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

Regular  ante-natal  clinics  are  held  in  the  larger  villages  throughout 
the  District. 

Care  of  Young  Children  up  to  School  Age 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  in  the  villages  and  injections  for 
diphtheria  immunisation  given  with  the  parents’  consent.  Children 
requiring  treatment  are  referred  to  the  local  general  practitioners, 
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hospitals  or  appointments  given  for  the  dental,  orthopaedic  and  eye 
clinics  at  the  Combined  Treatment  Centres  in  Braintree  or: 
Chelmsford. 


€are  of  School  Children 

Regular  school  medical  inspections  are  carried  out  and  the  children  4 
with  defects  are  referred  for  treatment.  A monthly  clinic  is  held  in 
Braintree  for  the  reinforcing  doses  of  diphtheria  prophylactic. 

Health  Visiting 

The  Health  Visitors  visit  the  homes  of  young  children,  act  as 
school  nurses  and  help  at  the  clinics. 

Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

These  services  are  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurse  Midwives- 
resident  in  the  area. 

Domestic  Help  Service 

Application  for  domestic  help  should  be  made  to  the  Area 
Medical  Officer,  75  Springfield  Road,  Chelmsford.  This  service  is 
not  provided  free  of  cost. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  ambulance  service  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  during 
the  year. 

Oar©  of  the  Aged  and  Infirm 

Residential  accommodation  is  provided  at  St.  Michael’s  Hospital, 
Braintree,  and  Stisted  Hall.  No  statutory  action  was  taken  under 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  during  the  year. 


Laboratory  Services 

The  Essex  County  Council  provide  a laboratory  service  which 
includes  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  water  samples, 
the  chemical  analysis  of  sewage  effluents  and  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  milk  and  ice  cream,  and  the  examination  of  other 
foods  for  pathogenic  organisms.  These  examinations  are  carried 
out  by  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  61  Victoria  Street, 
London,  S.W.l. 


Examinations  of  milk  samples  from  the  District  are  also  arranged 
by  the  Essex  County  Council  and  the  service  is  provided  by  the 
Essex  Institute  of  Agriculture  at  Writtle,  near  Chelmsford. 

Chemical  examination  of  foodstuffs  is  undertaken  by  the  Public 
Analyst  to  the  Essex  County  Council. 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  NORTH  EAST 
METROPOLITAN  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

The  hospitals  are  managed  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and 
provide  medical,  surgical  and  special  treatment.  The  hospitals 
which  serve  the  Braintree  population  are  the  William  Julien 
Courtauld,  St.  Michael’s  and  Black  Notley  Hospitals,  Braintree, 
and  the  hospitals  in  Chelmsford  and  Colchester. 

1951  was  a year  of  continued  progress  at  St.  Michael’s  Hospital. 
The  two  acute  medical  wards  opened  the  previous  year  were  very 
busy  and  their  use  was  greatly  appreciated  by  the  General 
Practitioners  practising  in  the  Braintree  Rural  District. 

The  Physiotherapy  Department  functioned  with  two  part-time 
physiotherapists  and  a considerably  increased  number  of  treatments 
were  carried  out.  A small  Pathology  Department  was  opened 
during  the  year. 

At  Black  Notley  Hospital  two  new  wards  were  brought  into  use 
for  pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases,  thus  reducing  the  waiting  period 
of  admission  to  hospital. 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  ESSEX  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  this  Council 
provides  the  general  Medical,  Dental,  Pharmaceutical  and  Supple- 
mentary Ophthalmic  services  through  the  family  doctors,  dentists, 
chemists  and  opticians  in  the  area. 


7 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  1951 


The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
Begistrar-General  and  the  classification  is  given  under  the  thirty-six 
headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International 
Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death, 
1948. 


Cause  of  Death 


Male  Female 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

• • 

— 

— 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

1 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— - 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

— 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

1 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast.  . 

— 

6 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

11 

8 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

3 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

22 

25 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

17 

8 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 

4 

3 

20.  Other  heart  disease  . . 

22 

33 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

— 

3 

22.  Influenza 

3 

5 

23.  Pneumonia 

7 

8 

24.  Bronchitis 

4 

8 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

1 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . 

— 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations  . . 

1 

— 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

10 

16 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents  . . 

3 

1 

35.  Suicide 

1 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  other  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

All  Causes  ..  ..  ..  118  135 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1951  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 
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Rate  per  1,000  “ related  births 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  incidence  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases,  other  than  tuber- 
culosis, in  the  Rural  District  throughout  1951  is  set  out  in  the  table 
on  page  11.  Details  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  are 
given  under  that  sub-heading.  A few  brief  comments  are  made  on 
some  of  the  infectious  diseases. 


Diphtheria 

For  the  fourth  year  running  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in 
the  Rural  District.  The  state  of  diphtheria  immunisation  in  infants 
and  school  children  is  being  well  maintained. 

Measles 

As  expected,  the  number  of  cases  was  greater  than  the  previous 
year,  and  three  children  required  admission  to  hospital. 

Whooping  Cough 

As  seen  by  the  numbers,  whooping  cough  was  the  most  prevalent 
infectious  disease  in  childhood  and  now  the  most  serious  of  the 
common  fevers.  Although  only  two  cases  required  admission  to 
hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths,  the  incidence  of  complications 
can  be  high  in  young  children.  The  results  published  on 
whooping  cough  vaccination  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  during 
the  year  are  most  promising,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  parents  will 
get  their  children  adequately  protected  against  this  disease.  The 
Ministry  of  Health  have  so  far  not  advocated  universal  whooping 
cough  vaccination  and  so,  in  turn,  the  Essex  County  Council  have 
not  made  it  generally  available  in  their  clinics.  This  gives  rise  to  a 
farcical  position  where,  as  the  clinic  doctor,  one  immunises  the 
child  against  diphtheria  and  then  advises  that  the  child  should  be 
taken  to  the  family  doctor  for  whooping  cough  vaccination.  Perhaps 
this  anomaly  will  be  rectified  in  the  near  future. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year. 

Non-notifiable  Diseases 

A number  of  cases  of  German  measles  and  mumps  were  reported 
by  the  head  teachers  of  the  schools  throughout  the  Rural  District 

in  1951. 
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T uberculosis 

Particulars  of  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  reported  during  the  h 
vear  and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  district  are  set  out  below  : : 

V 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0—1 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

— — 

1—6 

4 

— 

— — 

— — 

— — 

5—10 

— 

1 

— — 

— — 

— — 

10—15 

1 

— 

— — 

— — 

— — 

15—20 

1 

1 

— — 

— — 

— — 

20—25 

— 

4 

— — 

— — 

— — 

25—35 

3 

2 

— — 

— — 

— — 

35—45 

2 

3 

— — 

— — 

— — 

45—55 

— 

1 

— — 

— — 

— — 

55—65 

1 

— 

— 1 

- — — 

— — 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— — 





Totals  . . 

13 

12 

— 1 





At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  136  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  of  the  District,  and  these  were  as  follows  : 

Males  Females 

68  68 

Respiratory  Non-respiratory  Respiratory  Non -respiratory 

49  19  44  24 

As  far  as  the  housing  of  families  in  which  there  are  members 
suffering  from  an  infective  form  of  tuberculosis,  the  Council  have 
taken  these  circumstances  into  consideration  in  the  allocation  of 
available  housing  accommodation. 

Disinfection  of  the  premises  and  bedding  are  offered  free  to  the 
householders  after  the  death  or  removal  of  an  active  case  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  Care  Association 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Braintree,  Witham  and  District 
Tuberculosis  Care  Association  was  formed  to  assist  necessitous 
patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  their  families.  It  was  felt 
that  while  a patient  was  awaiting  hospital  treatment  or  had  been 
discharged  home  and  was  still  unable  to  work,  the  Association 
could  help  by  providing  extra  milk,  groceries  and,  in  some  instances, 
clothing.  During  the  year  the  Association  was  able  to  help  twelve 
such  patients  and  their  families. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

During  the  winter  months  an  experiment  was  made  in  showing 
Health  Education  films  in  the  villages  in  the  Rural  District.  Village 
halls  were  hired  in  six  places  and  films  shown  by  the  Central  Office  of 
Information  Mobile  Film  Unit.  Curiously  enough,  the  attendance 
at  the  larger  villages  was  poor,  whereas  in  the  smaller  ones  encourag- 
ing. Questions  were  answered  and  discussion  led  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

WATER 

Further  extensions  to  water  mains  were  completed  during  the 
year  at  : 

1.  London  Road,  Black  Notley. 

2.  Blake  End,  Rayne. 

It  is  anticipated  that  further  extensions  at  : 

1.  Brick  Kiln  Green,  Wethersfield. 

2.  White  Notley  to  Faulkbourne. 

3.  School  Road,  Rayne. 

4.  Supplementary  extension,  London  Road,  Black  Notley, 
will  be  proceeded  with  and  completed  during  1952. 

In  addition,  Priory  Cottages,  Panfield,  are  now  supplied  with 
main  water  from  a private  supply  extension  at  Little  Priory  Farm. 

The  main  public  water  supply  generally  has  been  satisfactory 
during  the  year  as  regards  quantity  and  quality. 

None  of  the  waters  is  liable  to  have  any  plumbo-solvent  action. 

The  quality  of  the  raw  water  from  the  Council’s  sources  of  supply 
and  of  the  water  passing  into  supply  is  controlled  by  regular 
bacteriological  examinations.  Regular  chemical  analyses  are  also 
made  of  the  raw  water  from  the  respective  sources.  Eighteen 
samples  of  main  water  supplies  were  taken  for  analyses  during  1951. 
Copies  of  typical  reports  on  the  analyses  of  the  water  from  the  five 
sources,  Terling  Waterworks,  South-Essex  Water  Company, 
Coggeshall  Waterworks,  Petches  Bridge  Waterworks  and  the  supply 
from  the  Chelmsford  R.D.C.  will  be  found  along  with  the  details  of 
each  works. 

All  the  main  water  supplies  in  the  District  are  subject  to  chlorina- 
tion at  the  respective  sources.  In  the  case  of  the  Council’s 
undertakings,  gaseous  chlorine  is  employed  at  Petches  Bridge  Works 
and  hypochlorite  solution  at  Coggeshall  and  at  Terling. 

Details  of  the  functioning  of  each  of  the  undertakings  during  1951 
are  given  below.  The  Council’s  Surveyor  and  his  staff  have  supplied 
the  data  in  regard  to  the  amounts  of  water  pumped  in  each  area  for 
the  year  to  31st  March,  1952.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain 
separate  statistics  as  to  trade  and  domestic  consumption  for  the  year 
under  review. 

Petches  Bridge  Waterworks 

Number  gallons  pumped  during  year  ended  31st  March,  1952  . . 40,606,000 

Average  day’s  pumping  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8*7  hours 

Number  of  new  connections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 
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Analyst’s  Report 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and 
is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a negligible  trace  of  iron.  It  has 
a distinctly  alkaline  reaction.  It  is  fairly  soft  in  character  and 
free  from  any  excess  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution. 
Its  organic  quality  is  of  a high  standard. 

These  results  show  that  the  water  has  been  softened  effectively, 
only  a small  proportion  of  the  hardness  remaining.  The  results 
are  indicative  of  a water  which,  from  the  aspect  of  the  chemical 
analysis,  is  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes.  The  pH  is  somewhat  high,  and  approaching 
the  figure  at  which  complaints  due  to  the  alkaline  reaction  might 
be  received,  however. 

Coggeshall  Waterworks 

Number  gallons  pumped  during  year  ended  31st  March,  1952  . . 46,641,000 

Average  day’s  pumping  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18*3  hours 

Number  of  new  connections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Analyst’s  Roport 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a minute 
trace  of  iron.  The  hardness  of  the  water  is  very  moderate,  but 
it  has  the  usual  somewhat  high  though  not  excessive  content  of 
mineral  and  saline  constituents  from  the  Coggeshall  Pumping 
Station.  The  water  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic  quality  and 
bacterial  purity  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 
The  analysis  does  not  show  any  unusual  feature  which  should  give 
rise  to  complaints  of  the  water  being  unpalatable. 

Terling  Waterworks 

Number  gallons  pumped  during  year  ended  31st  March,  1952  . . 23,000,000 

Average  day’s  pumping  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 horns 

Number  of  new  connections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Analyst’s  Report 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals.  The  water  is  very  hard 
in  character  but  its  hardness  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline 
constituents  in  solution  are  not  excessive.  Its  organic  quality 
and  bacterial  purity  are  of  a high  standard. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure  and 
wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes. 
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South  Essex  Water  Company 

Total  quantity  of  water  received  by  this  Council  from  the 
Company  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1952,  is  as  follows  : 

Eastern  Area  Gallons 

Augmented  supply  to  Coggeshall,  Kelvedon  and  Feering  . . 14,171,000 

Supply  to  Bradwell,  Cressing,  Stisted,  Black  and  White  Notley  76,430,500 

90.601.500 

Number  of  new  connections — 13 

Southern  Area 

Augmented  supply  to  Hatfield  Peverel,  Terling  and  Fairstead.  . 5,117,000 

95.718.500 

Analyst’s  Report 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  is  of  a high 
standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  wholesome  in 
character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


Supply  from  Chelmsford  R.D.C. 

Total  quantity  of  water  received  by  this  Council  from  the 
Chelmsford  B.D.C.  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1952,  was  made 
up  as  follows  : 

Gallons 

. f Ranks  Green,  Extension,  Fairstead  . . . . . . . . 630,000 

1 | Fuller  Street  Extension,  Fairstead  . . . . . . . . 192,000 

“ Cardfields  ” Extension,  Hatfield  Peverel  . . . . . . 658,000 

1,480,000 


Number  of  new  services  at  “A” — 18 

Analyst’s  Report 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  is  of  a high 
standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  wholesome  in 
character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Shallow  Well  Supplies 

Following  completion  of  the  two  water  mains  extensions  the 
number  of  localities  dependent  upon  shallow  wells  and  springs  as 
their  only  source  of  water  supply  was  reduced,  and  it  is  reasonable  to 
anticipate  that  in  another  year’s  time  these  will  be  further  reduced 
to  a very  low  figure. 

In  spite  of  the  difficult  prevailing  conditions  with  regard  to  cost 
and  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  the  keenness  of  owners  to 
connect  to  the  new  mains  was  particularly  gratifying,  and  this 
without  any  undue  pressure  by  the  Council  in  most  cases. 
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During  1951  seven  shallow  well  supplies  were  discontinued,  and 
there  are  now  remaining  in  use  the  following  six  such  sources  : 


Parish. 
Bradwell  . . 
Faulkbourne 
Finchingfield 
Wethersfield 


Wells  and  Springs. 

Two  wells  at  Council  Houses  and  opposite  Bridge  Hall. 
One  well  at  Pump  Bungalow. 

Two  wells  at  Hawkins  Harvest  and  at  Ost  End. 

One  well  at  Brick  Kiln  Green. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Work  on  the  Northern  Area  sewerage  scheme,  so  badly  required 
for  many  years,  was  commenced  in  February,  1951.  The  first  stage 
was  the  laying  of  the  sewers  in  the  village  of  Wethersfield,  and  this, 
together  with  the  valley  line  sewer  to  Finchingfield  was  almost 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  A start  was  also  made  with  the 
sewers  in  Finchingfield  itself. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  contract  will  be  substantially  completed 
by  the  end  of  1952. 

Work  generally  has  progressed  smoothly  and  satisfactorily,  apart 
from  minor  delays  due  to  unforeseen  circumstances  which  inevitably 
arise  in  a scheme  of  such  magnitude  as  this. 

There  were  no  further  developments  with  regard  to  the  much 
needed  facilities  for  main  drainage  at  Bayne,  Terling,  Stisted  and 
Bradwell. 

The  provision  of  a main  water  supply  along  the  London  Boad, 
Black  Notley,  has  emphasised  the  urgent  necessity  for  dealing  with 
the  problem  of  providing  an  adequate  sewerage  system  for  this  area. 
The  existing  systems  cannot  be  expected  to  function  satisfactorily 
with  the  increased  flow,  and  complaints  are  already  being  received. 

The  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  informa- 
tion for  the  following  notes  relating  to  the  functioning  of  the  existing 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  their  respective  sewerage  systems. 


Coggoshall  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Once  again  it  is  necessary  to  report  that  not  one  of  the  four 
samples  taken  of  the  effluent  from  these  works  reached  the  prescribed 
standard  of  purity.  It  is  well  known  of  course  that  these  works  are 
totally  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  present  rate  of  flow.  One  newT 
filter  commenced  in  1950  was  completed  and  a second  one  under 
construction.  It  is  hoped  that  these,  when  in  full  use,  will 
substantially  improve  the  quality  of  the  effluent. 

Kelveclon  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

The  effluent  from  these  works  reached  a reasonable  standard  of 
purity  inasmuch  as  two  of  the  three  samples  taken  were  satisfactory. 

Essential  replacements  to  the  pumping  machinery  were  placed  on 
order  during  the  year,  which,  when  fitted,  should  materially  overcome 
the  tendency  to  overloading. 
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Hatfield  Peverel  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Only  one  of  the  two  samples  taken  from  these  works  was  reported 
upon  as  satisfactory,  which  nevertheless  is  an  improvement  on  the 
previous  year  when  not  one  reached  the  prescribed  standard. 

No  further  progress  was  made  with  regard  to  taking  the  effluent 
from  the  Central  Dairy  at  Hatfield  Peverel  into  the  sewer  since  the 
experimental  detergents  used  again  proved  too  caustic.  The 
pollution  of  the  River  Ter  therefore  continues  until  a satisfactory 
solution  can  be  found  to  this  problem. 

White  Notley  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

These  works  continue  to  function  satisfactorily  and  within  their 
capacity  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  both  samples  of  the  effluent 
taken  during  1951  reached  the  prescribed  standard  of  purity. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  pollution  of  the  streams  flowing  into,  and  of  the  River  Pant 
itself,  will  not  be  removed  until  the  Northern  Area  sewerage  scheme 
is  completed  and  all  properties  connected  up  to  it. 

Similarly  the  pollution  which  occurs  on  the  River  Ter  at  Terling 
will  only  be  removed  by  the  provision  of  a new  sewage  disposal 
scheme. 

Production  of  gas  at  the  Kelvedon  Gas  Works  ceased  during  the 
year,  and  the  pollution  of  the  River  Blackwater  by  the  effluent  from 
these  works  now  no  longer  exists. 

No  serious  difficulty  was  experienced  with  the  Pea  Vining  Plant 
at  Hatfield  Peverel  which  caused  such  gross  pollution  of  the  River 
Ter  in  1950.  Not  until  the  last  few  days  of  the  operations  did  the 
effluent  show  any  signs  of  approaching  the  river  and  it  was  possible, 
by  further  precautionary  methods,  to  prevent  this. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Collection  of  Domestic  Refuse 

No  major  changes  took  place  in  this  service  during  the  year  and 
it  continues  to  serve  approximately  95  per  cent,  of  the  inhabited 
properties  on  a regular  fortnightly  basis. 

Certain  minor  reorganisations  within  the  service  were  brought 
about  mainly  as  a result  of  the  acquisition  of  a new  vehicle  of  larger 
carrying  capacity. 

Although  only  one  of  the  two  new  vehicles  authorised  was  in 
operation  during  the  year  it  was  soon  apparent  that  the  decision  to 
change  to  Diesel  engines  was  a wise  one,  particularly  from  the  point 
of  view  of  fuel  economy.  It  is  anticipated  the  second  vehicle  will  be 
delivered  early  in  1952. 
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All  new  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  by  the  Council  and 
private  enterprise  were  absorbed  into  the  scheme,  but  it  should  be 
emphasised  at  this  stage  that  this  process  of  absorption  cannot  go  onu 
indefinitely  without  increased  personnel,  transport,  and  inevitably, 
cost.  No  effort  is  spared  to  run  the  service  as  economically  as  q 
possible,  but  this  effort  is  not  supported  by  many  householders  who 
continue  to  deposit  materials  which  should  be  disposed  of  otherwise 
in  their  bins. 

Disposal  of  refuse  collected  continued  to  be  a major  problem,  only 
the  tips  at  Coggeshall  and  Terling  being  in  regular  use.  Further  sites 
at  Shalford  and  Great  Saling  were  used  for  a time,  but  mainly  owing 
to  difficult  access  in  bad  weather  the  use  of  both  had  to  be 
discontinued,  at  least  temporarily. 

Salvage 

An  unprecedented  demand  for  waste  paper  of  all  kinds  arose 
during  the  year  with  the  result  that  prices  rose  to  almost  fantastic 
levels  and  the  overall  income  from  the  sale  of  all  salvaged  materials 
was  well  above  expectations,  namely,  just  over  £1,600.  It  is  obvious 
that  this  position  cannot  last  indefinitely,  but  while  it  does,  no  effort 
will  be  spared  to  reap  the  maximum  benefit  and  so  reduce  the  amount 
to  be  found  out  of  the  rates  for  the  domestic  collection  service. 

Night  Soil  Ooilestioo 

No  changes  took  place  in  this  service  and  no  serious  complaint 
was  received  during  the  year.  Although  the  Northern  Area  Sewerage 
Scheme  is  progressing  it  will  inevitably  be  some  time  before  the  pail 
closets  in  this  area  can  be  entirely  abolished,  and  in  the  meantime  the 
collections  must  be  maintained. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Details  of  the  nature  and  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made 
during  the  year  by  the  Department  are  set  out  overleaf.  Once  more 
it  will  be  appreciated  that  the  majority  of  visits  are  inevitably  a 
result  of  housing  and  allied  complaints  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department,  often  through  applications  for  housing  accommodation 
which  continue  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Department. 

Nature  and  Number  of  Visits,  Inspections,  etc. 


Complaints  Received  and  Investigated  . . . . . . . . . . 92 

Visits  to  Investigate  Complaints  . . . . . . . . . . 194 

Re-visits  and  Inspections  of  Work  in  Progress  . . . . . . 480 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Builders  and  Architects  . . . . . . 200 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Disinfections  Carried  Out  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Disinfestations  Carried  Out  . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Inspections  of  Dairies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  and  Butchers’  Shops  . . . . . . 109 

Inspections  of  Knacker’s  Yard  . . . . . . , . . . , . 30 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 72 
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Inspections  of  Fish  Fryer’s  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 72 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 83 

Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  . . . . . . . . 53 

Water  Samples  Taken  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Ice  Cream  Samples  Taken  . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Drains  Tested  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 

Visits  to  Premises  Regarding  Re-drainage  . . . . . . . . 164 

Visits  to  Requisitioned  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 98 

Visits  to  Temporary  Dwellings  . . . . . . . . . . . . 108 

Visits  to  Camping  and  Caravan  Sites  . . . . . . . . . . 43 

Visits  in  Connection  with  Refuse  Collection  and  Collection  of  Salvage  217 
Visits  to  Refuse  Tips  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124 

Visits  to  Premises  Prior  to  Removal  to  Council  Houses  . . . . 207 

Visits  to  Premises  following  Applications  for  Council  Houses  . . 297 

Visits  to  Ascertain  Permitted  Numbers  . . . . . . . . 9 

Visits  in  Connection  with  H.C.N.  Fumigation  . . . . . . . . 7 

Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Inspections  . . . . . . . . 321 


Controlled  Premises  : Details  of  inspection,  etc. 


Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  etc. 
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No.  Inspected 

Total  No.  of 
Inspections 

Informal  Notices 
Served 

Notices 

Complied  With 

Legal 

Proceedings 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . . 

Nil 

Bakehouses 

19 

19 

72 

5 

5 

Nil 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

8 

8 

27 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Slaughterhouses 

16 

16 

57 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Knacker’s  Yards 

1 

1 

30 

3 

3 

Nil 

Offensive  Trades 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  Fryers 

6 

6 

72 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

40 

40 

83 

11 

11 

Nil 

Factories  and  Workshops  . . 

88 

47 

53 

17 

13 

Nil 

Notices  and  Letters  sent  out 


Informal  Notices,  Letters,  Formal  Notices  . . . . . . . . . . 539 

Shops  Acts,  1934  and  1950 

Koutine  inspections  of  shops  was  once  more  limited  in  the  main 
to  those  premises  used  for  the  preparation,  storage  and  sale  of  foods. 
Several  minor  improvements  were  obtained  either  by  voluntary 
action  on  the  part  of  the  occupiers  or  following  informal  action  by  the 
Department.  No  Statutory  action  was  necessary. 

loveable  Dwellings 

Six  new  applications  for  licences  to  station  individual  caravans 
on  sites  were  received  during  the  year  and  five  were  approved  ; three 
formerly  licensed  were  removed,  leaving  a total  of  thirteen  in  use  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  together  with  one  site  licence. 

The  latter  was  again  administered  in  a very  satisfactory  manner, 
all  conditions  imposed  by  the  licence  being  fully  complied  with. 
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Smoke  Abatement 

Routine  observations  made  on  the  four  factory  chimneys  in  the 
District  showed  little  cause  for  complaint  and  no  individual 
complaint  of  nuisance  from  smoke  or  grit  was  received. 

Vermin  infestation 

Sixteen  cases  of  infestation  by  vermin  were  confirmed  and  dealt 
with  during  the  year  by  the  Department.  The  value  of  the  policy  of 
inspecting  all  furniture  and  effects  of  families  moving  to  Council 
houses  was  again  proved  and  resulted  in  action  being  possible  to 
prevent  further  infestations. 

Rag,  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

This  Act,  which  came  into  force  during  the  year,  imposed  an 
obligation  on  Local  Authorities  to  register  premises  where  certain 
filling  materials  are  used  in  the  manufacture  of  new  articles  of 
furniture,  bedding,  etc.  Only  one  place  was  affected  by  this  new 
Act,  and  was  duty  registered. 

Rodent  Control 

As  a result  of  complaints  received  or  infestations  found  during 
normal  inspections,  forty  major  infestations  (20-100  rats),  fifty  minor 
infestations  (1-20  rats)  and  three  cases  of  infestation  by  mice  were 
satisfactorily  dealt  with.  In  addition,  periodical  treatments  were 
made  to  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  and  sewage  disposal  works. 

Infestations  were  once  again  found  in  the  sewerage  systems  at 
Coggeshall  and  Hatfield  Peverel  and  were  given  the  necessary 
treatments. 

Factories 

Particulars  of  premises  in  the  Rural  District  coming  within  the 
scope  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  and  of  inspections  made,  will  be 
found  on  page  21. 

Notification  of  the  employment  of  forty  outworkers  employed  in 
the  District  was  received  during  the  year.  These  were  engaged 
mainly  in  the  manufacture  of  wearing  apparel  and  in  the  lampshade 
industry. 

Schools 

All  schools  in  the  Rural  District  have  piped  main  water  supplies 
available,  and  the  sanitary  conveniences  continued  to  be  maintained 
in  a reasonably  satisfactory  state. 

The  voluntary  school  referred  to  in  the  Report  for  1950  was 
connected  to  the  sewer  during  1951. 
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Factories  Acts,  1937 


I.  INSPECTION  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number  ( 

ff 

Premises 

Number  on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

18 

26 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

70 

99 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

88 

125 

— 

— 

II.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  : 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Referred 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

, By  H.M. 

j Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . . 

11 

7 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  convenience  (S.7) — 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  (not  including 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' ~ “ 

offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

15 

8 

— 

— 

— 
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HOUSING 


The  number  of  additional  units  of  accommodation  provided  in  the 
District  during  1951  was  109,  a decrease  of  sixteen  over  the  previous 
year.  This  number  was  made  up  as  follows  : 

New  Council  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 97 

Private  Enterprise  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Total  . . 125 


Less  : Seven  cases  of  re-conditioning  where  units  of  accommo- 
dation were  reduced  from  three  to  one  or  two  to  one  . . 7 

Nine  properties  occupied  in  1950  but  now  demolished  . . 9 

Net  Total  . . 109 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  decrease  is  accounted  for  entirely  by  the 
cases  of  re-conditioning  where  units  of  accommodation  were  reduced 
from  three  to  one  or  two  to  one,  and  the  nine  properties  which  were 
occupied  in  1950  having  been  demolished. 

The  improvement  in  the  general  position  as  anticipated  in  the 
last  report  has  not  materialised,  at  least  on  paper,  since,  in  addition 
to  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  units  of  accommodation  provided, 
the  number  of  applications  for  accommodation  rose  from  714  to  746. 

It  is  known,  however,  that  many  of  the  latter  may  not  now  be 
genuine  or  “ live  ” applications  and  plans  were  being  made  to  bring 
the  figure  up  to  date  early  in  1952. 

No  effort  was  spared  to  make  full  use  of  all  available 
accommodation  by  transferring  small  families  living  in  three  or  four 
bedroomed  houses  to  two  bedroomed  houses  or  bungalows  and  so 
releasing  the  larger  accommodation  for  big  families.  This  of  course 
helped  considerably  towards  reducing  the  number  of  three  bedroomed 
houses  required  to  be  built.  It  is  a policy  which  must  be  pursued  in 
view  of  the  increasing  cost  of  building  and  it  may  well  be  that  the 
Council  might  be  forced,  however  much  against  its  will,  to  take 
stronger  action  in  the  future  with  regard  to  such  transfers  where 
unwillingness  to  move  is  experienced.  Normal  work  under  the 
Housing  Act  proceeded  steadily,  and  whilst  no  large-scale  campaign 
was  possible  on  the  problem  of  maintaining  property  in  a fit  state  of 
repair,  nevertheless  every  effort  wras  made  to  ensure  essential  repairs 
being  carried  out  and  to  encourage  complete  re-conditioning  where 
possible,  especially  where  sub-standard  properties  were  known  to  be 
becoming  vacant.  Ten  such  properties  were  completely  re-con- 
ditioned during  the  year  and  twenty-two  properties  subject  to 
Demolition  Orders  or  undertakings  “ not  to  re-let  ” were  demolished, 
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It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  Council  agreed  on  the  policy  of 
1 bringing  temporary  housing  to  a close  as  speedily  as  possible,  even  to 
i the  extent  of  re-housing  the  families  in  adjoining  or  other  suitable 
! Parishes  as  and  when  accommodation  became  available.  This  policy 
was  particularly  gratifying  since  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  such 
dwellings  have  long  since  lost  their  usefulness  and  indeed  were  reach- 
ing the  stage  when  little  improvement  could  be  carried  out  except  at 
most  unreasonable  expense. 

Only  one  application  was  received  in  respect  of  improvement 
grants  under  the  1949  Act.  This  was  for  four  cottages  at 
Faulkbourne,  and  whilst  approved  by  the  Council,  had  not  been 
cleared  by  the  Ministry  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Work  in  respect  of  three  cottages  for  which  grants  had  been 
confirmed  in  1950,  was  completed  during  the  year. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

The  majority  of  retailers  registered  with  the  Council  continue  to 
distribute  milk  as  received  by  them  in  sealed  bottles,  and  largely  as 
a result  no  trouble  was  experienced  with  regard  to  complaints  of 
unsatisfactory  supplies. 


Dairies 


Sixteen  distributors  and  eight  dairies  were  registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Regulations,  1949  : 


Dealers’  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Supplementary  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Dealers’  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk  . . 
Supplementary  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk 


6 

6 

Nil 
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Ice  Cream  Premises 


There  were  forty  premises  registered  for  the  storage,  manufacture 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  in  the  District,  an  increase  of  four  over  the 
previous  year.  Twenty-three  samples  were  taken,  mainly  during 
the  height  of  the  season,  with  the  following  results  in  terms  of  the 
Provisional  Grading  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  applicable  to  the 
Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  : 


Manufactured  in  the  District 
3 in  Provisional  Grade  1 
— in  Provisional  Grade  2 
— in  Provisional  Grade  3 
— in  Provisional  Grade  4 


Manufactured  outside  the  District 
11  in  Provisional  Grade  1 
5 in  Provisional  Grade  2 
4 in  Provisional  Grade  3 
— in  Provisional  Grade  4 


The  above  results  indicate  once  more  the  value  of  the  policy  of 
encouraging  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice  cream  so  far  as  possible ; the 
number  of  samples  taken  can  therefore  be  reduced. 
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Meat  Inspection 

Meat-  supplied  to  butchers  in  the  District  during  the  year  continues 
to  be  drawn  from  slaughterhouses  in  adjoining  districts  where  it  is 
inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter.  Very  little  of  a diseased  or 
unsound  condition  was  notified  or  found  during  the  periodical  visits 
which  wTere  maintained  to  butchers’  premises.  The  standard  of  meat 
generally,  at  least  from  a Public  Health  aspect,  was  reasonably  good, 
and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  premises  concerned  continued 
to  give  every  satisfaction. 


Other  Foods 

A considerable  portion  of  the  time  available  was  devoted  to  duties 
in  connection  with  the  safeguarding  of  the  food  supplies  of  the 
District.  Eoutine  visits  on  inspections  and  advisory  work  were 
maintained  so  far  as  practicable  and  generally  speaking  vendors  of 
various  commodities  were  very  co-operative  in  following  advice  given 
and  in  reporting  suspected  foodstuffs. 

It  wras  not  necessary  to  seize  any  diseased  or  unsound  food,  nor 
was  it  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  or  the  Bye-laws  relating  to  the  handling  of  foods  which 
came  into  operation  in  1950. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  from  the  following  paragraph  the  com- 
paratively large  quantity  of  imported  tinned  ham  which  was 
condemned.  This  ham  was  not  derived  from  one  source  but  came 
from  several  continental  countries,  and  the  cause  of  the  trouble  was 
not  easily  ascertained.  In  some  cases  the  containers  were  obviously 
faulty,  but  in  others  they  appeared  perfectly  sound,  and  it  could  only 
be  assumed  that  the  processing  of  the  hams  was  probably  to  blame. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  disposed  of  by  destruction  or  as  animal  feeding 
stuffs  during  the  year  : 

670  Tins  of  Food  of  Various  Types.  94  lb.  Mutton. 

90  lb.  Prunes.  505  lb.  Beef. 

70  lb.  Herrings.  604  lb.  Tinned  Ham. 
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